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Acceptance - The Slow Puppy 
 

VALUES:  Compassion; Acceptance; The value of each person 

A pet shop owner placed a sign that read “ Puppies for Sale” in the front window of his 

store and soon a little boy entered the store, pointed to the sign and asked: “How 

much are you selling the puppies for?” The owner replied: “Anywhere between £30 

and £50.” The little boy reached into his pocket and pulled out a few coins. “I have 

£3.75. May I please look at them?” 

The store owner smiled, whistled and out of the kennels at the back came Lady, who ran down the 

aisle of the store, followed by five teeny, tiny balls of fur. One of the puppies lagged quite a long way 

behind the others. The little boy immediately went to the slow puppy which seemed to have a limp. 

“What’s wrong with this one?” he asked. The store owner explained that he had been born without 

a hip socket and would always limp and would not be able to run and jump as well as other dogs. 

Surprisingly, the little boy became very excited and said: “That is the puppy that I want to buy.” “I 

can’t sell him to you,” said the owner. “However, if you really want him, you can have him for 

nothing.” At this, the little boy became quite upset. He looked straight into the owner’s eyes, 

pointed at the crippled puppy and stated: “I don’t want you to give him to me. That little dog is 

worth as much as all the other puppies and I want to pay full price for him. In fact, I’ll give you £3.75 

now and £2.00 a month until he’s paid for.” 

“Are you sure? He’ll never be able to play with you like other dogs,” said the owner. At these words, 

the little boy reached down, rolled up the left trouser leg and revealed his badly twisted, crippled 

leg, which was supported by a heavy metal brace. “I don’t run and jump so well myself and this little 

puppy will need someone who understands!” 

 

 

TEACHING POINT: 

Accepting differences is more than just tolerating difference – accepting difference is when you 

recognize and respect people who are different to you, but you also embrace their differences and 

see what you can learn from them. 
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Ageing - The Old Grandfather and His Little Grandson, by Leo Tolstoy 
 

VALUES:  Compassion; Acceptance; The value of each person 

The grandfather had become very old. 

His legs would not carry him, his eyes could not see, his ears could not hear, and he 

was toothless. 

When he ate, bits of food sometimes dropped out of his mouth. 

 

His son and his son’s wife no longer allowed him to eat with them at the table. 

He had to eat his meals in the corner near the stove.  

One day they gave him his food in a bowl. 

He tried to move the bowl closer; it fell to the floor and broke. 

His daughter-in-law scolded him. 

She told him that he spoiled everything in the house and broke their dishes, and she said that from 

now on he would get his food in a wooden dish. 

The old man sighed and said nothing.  

 

A few days later, the old man’s son and his wife were sitting in their hut, resting and watching their 

little boy playing on the floor. 

They saw him putting together something out of small pieces of wood. 

His father asked him, “What are you making, Misha?”  

The little grandson said, “I’m making a wooden bucket. 

When you and Mama get old, I’ll feed you out of this wooden dish.”  

The young peasant and his wife looked at each other and tears filled their eyes. 

They were ashamed because they had treated the old grandfather so meanly, and from that day 

they again let the old man eat with them at the table and took better care of him. 

 

 

 

TEACHING POINT: 

We will all be old one day. Old people are like everyone else. They deserve our respect. 
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Anger and Love - Two Wolves  
 

VALUES:  Self-control 

 

A young boy arrived home angry and upset.  

His grandfather asked him what had happened so the boy began to talk about how he had fallen out 

with his sister that morning. He complained that he had thought about the bad things she had said 

all day. 

The grandfather looked out of the window, and then turned to the boy. He looked him in the eyes 

and said, “My son, inside every person’s heart lives two wolves that often fight. One wolf is the 

vengeful, angry, violent one. The other wolf is the loving, compassionate one."  

The grandson asked him, “Which one wins?”  

The grandfather answered: "The one you feed." 
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Appreciation - The Contented Fisherman 
 

VALUES:  Appreciation for what you have 

The very wealthy, hardworking owner of a large group of chain 

stores happened to be on his way to yet another meeting when 

he stopped to buy a cup of coffee at a fast food outlet next to 

the docks. He was a little disturbed to see an idle fisherman 

relaxing next to his old boat, in the middle of the day, staring 

out into the distance. 

 

 “Why are you not out catching fish?” he enquired of the fisherman. The fisherman replied: “I have 

caught enough fish for today.” 

The business man was horrified and said, somewhat crossly, “Well, why don’t you go out and catch 

some more and with the extra money you make, you can sell this old boat and buy yourself a bigger, 

more modern one!” 

“Then what would I do?” asked the surprised fisherman. “Then you could catch more fish, make 

more money and own a whole fleet of fishing boats,” said the impatient businessman. 

“Ok, and when I have all these boats, what would I do then?” asked the fisherman seriously. 

“Well, then you could sit down, relax and enjoy life,” replied the businessman. “But that’s exactly 

what I’m doing now!” said the fisherman, gazing contentedly out to sea. 

 

 

TEACHING POINT: 

When is enough, enough? We always seem to want more. 

Appreciation of what you have is an important value to live by. There is a song that goes: “Count 

your blessings, name them one by one ......” 

Think of the many blessings that you have in your life. 
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Attitude - What Type of Person are You? 
 

VALUES:  Attitude; Motivation. 

Some people are like wheels – they won’t work unless they are 

pushed.  

Some people are like trailers – they have to be pulled. 

Some people are like kites – always up in the air and if you don’t 

keep a tight string on them, they just drift away. 

 

Some people are like canoes – they have to be paddled. 

 

Some people are like footballs – you never know which way they are going to bounce next. 

 

Some people are like balloons – always puffed up and ready to explode. Some people are like flat 

tyres – they have to be jacked up. 

 

Some people are like good watches – pure gold, open faced, always on time, dependable, quietly 

busy and just full of good works. 

 

What type of person are you? 

 

 

 

 

TEACHING POINT: 

 

It would improve this story if you had some pictures or objects to hold up as you are telling it – 

perhaps have a wheel, a soccer ball, a balloon, a watch with you, or even just pictures of these 

things. 

 

We are all able to make decisions regarding the kind of learner we wish to be and the kind of friends 

we choose to have. What choices are you going to make? What type of person do you choose to be? 
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Blessings - The Most Precious Gift 
 

VALUES:  Blessings in disguise. 

 After God had finished creating the animals, they went walking and 

jumping around to find out what it was like to be alive. They were very 

excited and they were having loads of fun – all of them, except the birds. 

They were doing nothing but shuffling from place to place, moaning and 

complaining about the heavy burden God had given them, a burden given 

to none of the others – those awkward, hanging things on their shoulders. 

“Why us? Why is God punishing us?” they kept repeating over and over again. Finally, one or two of 

the more adventurous birds began to wriggle those awkward things on their shoulders and soon, to 

their amazement and delight, they began to fly. They discovered that the very things they had 

considered to be a terrible burden, actually made it possible for them to fly – and no other animal 

could fly. 

What had appeared at first glance to be an enormous burden, had turned out to be a most precious 

gift. 

 

 

TEACHING POINT: 

Life will always present us with difficulties, obstacles and challenges, but in overcoming these 

problems, we grow and develop and become better, stronger and more able to cope with the next 

crisis that comes along. Some learners see school as a heavy burden, but perhaps if you thought 

about it differently, you could see it as a wonderful gift and a fantastic opportunity to prepare you 

for a full and happy adult life. 
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Big Picture - Blind Men and the Elephant 
 

VALUES:  Seeing the bigger picture. 

 Once upon a time, there lived six blind men in a village. One day the 

villagers told them, "Hey, there is an elephant in the village today." 

They had no idea what an elephant was. So they decided, "Even though 

we would not be able to see it, let us go and feel it anyway." All of them 

went where the elephant was and placed their hands on it. 

 

"Hey, the elephant is like a tree," said the first man who touched his leg. 

"No! It’s like a rope," said the second man who touched the tail. 

"No! It’s like snake," said the third man who touched the trunk. 

"No! It’s like a big hand fan" said the fourth man who touched the ear. 

"No! It’s like a huge wall," said the fifth man who touched the belly. 

"You’re all wrong, it’s like a sharp spear," Said the sixth man who touched the tusk of the elephant.  

 

They all began to argue about the elephant and what it was really like. 

 

A wise woman was passing by and she saw this. She stopped and asked them, "What is the matter?" 

They said, "We cannot agree to what the elephant is like." Each one of them told what he thought 

the elephant was like. 

 

The wise woman calmly explained to them, "All of you are right. The reason every one of you is 

telling it differently is because each one of you touched a different part of the elephant." 

 

"Oh!" everyone said. There was no more arguing. They realised that they had missed the bigger 

picture. 

 

 

 

TEACHING POINT: 

It’s important not to jump to conclusions before you have gathered all of the information. 
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Boredom - Message to Teenagers from a US Judge 
 
VALUES:  Self awareness  
 

Teenagers, like never before, are bombarded with messages that 
influence their minds and shape who they are.  
Not to mention the constant technology and internet presence in 
their lives from Facebook, Twitter etc.  
Being a teenager is tough.  
 
 
 
 

Open letter to Teenager from US Judge Gilliam. 
 
Always we hear the plaintive cry of the teenager. What can we do? Where can we go? 
 
The answer is GO HOME! 
 
Hang the storm windows, paint the woodwork. 
Rake the leaves, mow the lawn, shovel the walk. 
Wash the car, learn to cook, scrub some floors. 
Repair the sink, build a boat, get a job. 
Help the minister, priest, or rabbi, the Red Cross, the Salvation Army. 
Visit the sick, assist the poor, study your lessons. 
And then when you are through - and not too tired - read a book. 
Your parents do not owe you entertainment. 
Your city or village does not owe you recreational facilities. 
The world does not owe you a living...You owe the world something. 
You owe it your time and your energy and your talents so that no one will be at war or in poverty or 
sick or lonely again. 
 
Grow up; quit being a cry baby. 
 
Get out of your dream world and develop a backbone, not a wishbone, and start acting like a man or 
a lady. 
You're supposed to be mature enough to accept some of the responsibility your parents have carried 
for years. 
They have nursed, protected, helped, appealed, begged, excused, tolerated and denied themselves 
needed comforts so that you could have every benefit. 
This they have done gladly, for you are their dearest treasure. 
But now, you have no right to expect them to bow to every whim and fancy just because selfish ego 
instead of common sense dominates your personality, thinking and request. 
 
In Heaven's name, grow up! 
 
 
Do you agree with the judge? 
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Bravery - Gelert the Faithful Dog 
 

VALUES:  Bravery 

 
 One of the best known, and loved, folk-tales in Wales is the story of a 
faithful hound. 
 
The story goes that in the thirteenth-century, Prince Llewelyn the Great 
had a palace at Beddgelert in Caernarvonshire, and as the Prince was a 
keen hunter, he spent much of his time in the surrounding countryside. 
He had many hunting dogs, but one day when he summoned them as 
usual with his horn, his favourite dog Gelert didn't appear, so regretfully 

Llywelyn had to go hunting without him. 
When Llywelyn returned from the hunt, he was greeted by Gelert who came bounding towards him 
…his jaws dripping with blood. 
 
The Prince was appalled, and a horrible thought came into his mind …was the blood on the dog's 
muzzle that of his one-year old son? 
 
His worst fears were realised when he saw in the child's nursery, an upturned cradle, and walls 
spattered with blood! He searched for the child but there was no sign of him. Llywelyn was 
convinced that his favourite hound had killed his son. 
 
Mad with grief he took his sword and plunged it into Gelert's heart. 
As the dog howled in his death agony, Llewelyn heard a child's cry coming from underneath the 
upturned cradle. It was his son, unharmed! 
Beside the child was an enormous wolf, dead, killed by the brave Gelert. 
 
Llewelyn was struck with remorse and carried the body of his faithful dog outside the castle walls, 
and buried him where everyone could see the grave of this brave animal, and hear the story of his 
valiant fight with the wolf. 
 
To this day, a cairn of stones marks the place, and the name Beddgelert means in Welsh 'The grave 
of Gelert'. Every year thousands of people visit the grave of this brave dog. 
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Compassion - Mahatma Gandhi 
 
VALUES:  Compassion 
 

Gandhi, like Mother Theresa and Nelson Mandela, is regarded world-wide as 
a person who walked with great humility and wisdom. 
 
The story is told of the time Gandhi stepped aboard a train and, as he walked 
up the boarding stairs, one of his shoes slipped off. Unfortunately, at that 
exact moment, the train began to move and there was no way that he could 
recover the fallen shoe. To the amazement of his companions, Gandhi calmly 
took off his other shoe and threw it back down the railway track where it 
landed close to the one he had lost. 

 
When asked by a fellow passenger why he had done this, he replied: “The poor man who finds the 
shoe lying next to the tracks, will now have a pair that he can use.” 
 
 
 
 
TEACHING POINT: 
 
There are always people who are less fortunate than ourselves. Compassion as a value, means being 
aware of when people are suffering, and wanting to do something about it. Even if we haven’t got 
material things to offer another person, we can always offer words of kindness and support. 
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Compassion - Paid in Full 
 
VALUES:  Compassion; Kindness;  
What you sow, you will reap; Good deeds. 
 

 A young boy was going from door to door selling small ornaments that he 
had made in order to pay his school fees. He was very thirsty and he 
decided to ask for something to drink at the next house. A young lady 
opened the door and he asked for a glass of water. She felt so sorry for him 
and decided that a big glass of milk would be much better. After finishing 
the milk, he asked her if he could pay for it. The young lady would not 
accept any payment for her act of kindness. As he left the house, the boy, 
Howard Kelly, felt much better, not just because of the milk, but because 
the young lady’s kindness made him more determined not to give up, but 
to continue to work hard. 

 
Many years later, that same lady became seriously ill with a sickness that the local doctors could not 
identify and treat. So they sent her to a hospital in the big city. A Dr. Howard Kelly was called in to 
see this very unusual case. When he entered the hospital ward, he recognized the lady immediately. 
He decided to do everything in his power to cure her. After many months, he won the battle and she 
was cured. 
 
Dr. Kelly knew when the lady was to be discharged and so, on that morning, he went to the hospital 
accounts department and asked for her account. He glanced at it, took a pen and wrote something 
on it. Meanwhile, the lady was nervously packing away her things, getting ready to leave the 
hospital. She was so afraid to see her hospital account because she knew it would be for a great deal 
of money. Sure enough, the amount owing was huge. Then she noticed something right at the 
bottom. The final amount had been crossed out and Dr. Kelly had written next to the amount: “Paid 
in full with one glass of milk.” 
 
 
 
 
TEACHING POINT: 
 
The saying “What you sow, you will reap”, comes from farming, and refers to the seeds that are put 
in the ground, and what will then grow and be harvested. Another way of putting it is: what you put 
in, you will get out, which is always a good phrase to remember at school. 
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Contribution - The Starfish 
 
VALUES:  Making a difference/contribution; 
the value of helping one person 
 
 This is a story of a man and a beach. 
 

Peter was walking along a beautiful beach at sunset when he noticed 
another man a little way ahead. Now this person kept bending over, 
picking something up and throwing it out into the waves. As they 
proceeded along the beach, the man in front kept up this behaviour, over 
and over again. Being very curious, Peter began to walk more quickly and 
soon caught up with the thrower. To his amazement, he found that the 
man was picking up the starfish that had been washed ashore. He 

approached the man and said: “Good evening, sir. I was just 
wondering what it is that you are doing?” 

 
“I’m throwing these starfish back into the sea. You see, it’s low tide now and all these starfish have 
been washed ashore onto the sand, and if I don’t throw them back, they will die from lack of 
oxygen.” 
 
“This I understand,” said Peter, “but there must be thousands of starfish on this beach and hundreds 
and thousands on all the beaches along this coast. You can’t throw them all back. Can’t you see that 
you cannot possibly make a difference! “ 
 
The man smiled, bent over, picked up another starfish, threw it into the waves and said: “I made a 
difference to that one, didn’t I.” 
 
 
 
 
TEACHING POINT: 
 
A good deed need not be a big thing. It can be a kind word, a smile of encouragement, the sharing of 
a sandwich. But even the smallest words and actions towards even just one person can make a 
difference in that person’s life. 
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Courage - A Boy's Sacrifice 
 
VALUES:  Love; Courage 
 

This true story of love and courage is told by a nursing sister who 
worked at the Stanford Hospital in England. She tells how she got to 
know a little girl named Lisa who was suffering from a rare and 
serious disease. 
 
Her only chance of survival appeared to be a blood transfusion from 
her five- year-old brother who had miraculously survived the same 
condition a year or so before. His immune system had, as a result, 
built up antibodies to fight the disease. The doctor explained the 
situation to the little boy and asked him if he would be willing to give 
his blood to his sister. He hesitated for just a second, took a deep 
breath and said: “Yes. I’ll do it if it will save Lisa.” 

 
So the transfusion began with brother and sister lying in beds next to each other and everyone was 
thrilled to see the immediate positive effect on Lisa as the colour began to return to her cheeks. 
Then they noticed that the little boy had become a little pale and his smile had faded. 
 
Concerned, they asked him what was wrong. In a trembling voice, he replied: “Will I start to die soon 
now?” Instantly, the adults realized that, being so young, the boy had misunderstood the doctor. He 
thought that he would have to give his sister all his blood and that he would then die as a result. In 
spite of this, he was prepared to sacrifice himself to save her. 
 
 
 
 
 
TEACHING POINT: 
 
Courage is not when you are not scared. Courage is when you are scared, but you still act according 
to your values. This little boy lived the value of selfless love, which is putting the needs of others 
before your own, sacrificing something of yours to give it to someone else who needs it more. 
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Courage - Alexander Fleming 
 
VALUES:  Courage 
 

There is a story about a very poor Scottish farmer named Fleming. One 
day, while tending to his few vegetables, he heard a cry for help coming 
from a nearby swamp. Instantly, the farmer ran towards the swamp. 
There, sinking up to his waist in thick, sticky mud, was a terrified boy, 
screaming and struggling to free himself. After some time, the farmer 
managed to pull the boy from the mud, saving him from a slow and 
dreadful death. 

 
The next day, a fancy carriage pulled up in front of the farmer’s shack and a well-dressed nobleman 
stepped out. He introduced himself as the father of the boy who had been saved. “I want to pay you 
for your bravery and for saving my son,” he said. 
 
“I cannot accept payment for what I did. I’m just glad I was close by and able to help,” said the 
farmer. At that moment, the farmer’s son came to the door of the shack. “Is that your son?” asked 
the nobleman. “Yes,” replied the farmer proudly. “Then let me make you a deal. Let me pay for your 
son to be well educated at good schools. If he is anything like his father, he will become a man we 
can both be proud of.” 
 
So Farmer Fleming’s son attended the very best schools and, in time, graduated from St. Mary’s 
Hospital Medical School in London. Years later, he became world famous as Sir Alexander  Fleming, 
the person who discovered Penicillin, which is what antibiotics are made from, and which has made 
a huge difference in helping people get better from illnesses. 
 
 
 
 
 
TEACHING POINT: 
 
We should not read into this story that there will always be an instant reward for doing good - 
sometimes we will do good and we won’t necessarily be rewarded. The value of service is doing 
things to help other people, even when there is nothing in it for yourself. However, the more people 
who take the opportunity to do good when they can, the better things will be for everybody. 
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Courage - The Australian Dingo 
 
VALUES:  Courage 
 

Fire is one of the worst hazards of the dry forests of Australia. 
The big trees may manage to survive all but the worst fires but, 
below them, the small trees, bushes and shrubs burn easily. 
Hardly any rain falls in the summer and fires are easily started. 
Most of the animals are safe enough provided the wind does 
not become too strong – they can run away. 
 

However, as the speed of the wind increases from ten kilometres per hour to fifty, some of the 
slower-moving animals are overtaken by the fire and they burn to death. First to suffer are the koala 
bears and the possum. Then, as the wind increases, quicker animals, such as rabbits and wallabies 
die as the flames overtake them. When the wind gets to gale force, even the large kangaroos that 
travel very fast are overtaken and killed by the fire. 
 
Only one animal manages to survive the worst fires blown by the great winds – the small, yellow, 
wild dog of Australia called the dingo. How does he do this? Well, the dingo crouches down facing 
the approaching flames as they rush towards him. As they get nearer and nearer, the dingo remains 
very still, crouching on all fours. The heat becomes intense and the noise of burning brushwood and 
timber is quite deafening. When the flames are upon the dingo, he leaps to his feet and dashes 
straight through the flames. You see, the fire is only a narrow strip and, behind this strip, lies 
burned-out bush, smouldering and black. The dingo emerges from the flames, singed a little, but 
alive. He has survived, not by running away, but by facing the danger head on. 
 
 
 
 
 
TEACHING POINT: 
 
We can learn a lesson from the dingo. We can show courage when we experience problems and 
difficulties in life. Let us not try to avoid them by running away. Let us stand firm, face problems 
head on and be survivors. 
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Creativity - Cat's Eyes 
 
VALUES:  Creativity; Love. 
 

Every evening Peter Shaw drove from his work in Bradford to 
his home in Halifax, England. The road was narrow, dark, with 
many twists and turns and the visibility was usually poor.  He 
could hardly see where he was going. At night, the motorists 
using this road would turn on their headlights and follow the 
tramlines that ran down the middle of the road. (Trams were 
a type of train that used to run on steel lines on the same 
road as the cars.) 

 
With the passing of time, the trams were no longer used and the steel lines were removed from the 
road, making the road even more dangerous than before. 
 
One cold, wet, foggy night, as he carefully crawled his way home, Peter saw two bright pinpricks of 
light in the road ahead which guided him. As he drove around a slight bend, he noticed that the 
lights were caused by headlights of his car reflecting in the eyes of a cat sitting on the fence next to 
the road. 
 
And so one of the greatest inventions in road safety came about. Peter Shaw designed the first “cat’s 
eyes” that are now found on main highways and dangerous roads all around the world. The 
reflection from the “cat’s eyes” brings comfort and a sense of safety to many motorists driving at 
night who would, otherwise, have to drive almost blind. 
 
 
 
 
 
TEACHING POINT: 
 
What kind of reflection do you give off? What do others see when they look at, and speak to you? 
Do you reflect bright, good things that make others feel happy and secure? 
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Determination - The Clever Donkey 
 
VALUES:  Overcoming difficulties; Perseverance; Determination. 
 

One morning, a farmer awoke to the sound of pitiful cries coming from 
an old, dry well in the back garden. He rushed over and peered down 
into the depths of the well. To his amazement, he saw his old donkey at 
the bottom. He had obviously fallen down the well in the gloom of the 
early morning. Unfortunately, the well was deep and there was no way 
of getting the donkey out. As the well was dry, obviously dangerous and 
of no further use, he decided that the best thing to do was to fill it with 
sand. In this way, he would put the poor donkey out of its misery and 
fill the well. 

 
So he called his neighbours, told them the problem and asked them to bring their shovels to help fill 
in the well. As they began shovelling load after load of sand into the well, the donkey began to cry in 
anguish and fear. However, after a short while the crying stopped. Curious, the farmer stopped 
shovelling and looked down into the well. To his utter astonishment, he noticed that the donkey was 
nearer the surface. Excitedly, he threw another load of sand onto the donkey. The donkey shook 
himself vigorously, the sand fell to the ground and the donkey stepped on top of it, a little higher 
than before. 
 
Eventually, the well was full and the donkey stepped lightly up the last little bit, jumped out of the 
well and walked away. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TEACHING POINT: 
 
Sometimes, life is like this story: You will always, from time to time, face problems, at home and at 
school. Be like the donkey. Face up to your difficulties, shake them off like the sand, deal with them, 
learn from them and move forward and upward, stronger than before. 
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Determination - The Famous Musician 
 
VALUES:  Determination 
 
 

This story is often told about the world-famous pianist, Jan Paderewski. 
He was once asked by a fellow musician if he could be ready, at very 
short notice, to take over and play a difficult piece of music at a concert 
because the pianist who was supposed to play had suddenly fallen ill. 
 
“I am always ready. I have practised eight hours every day for forty years 
to be ready,” replied Paderewski. The other pianist said: “I wish I had 
been born with such determination.” Paderewski replied: “We are all 
born with it. I just use mine.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
TEACHING POINT: 
 
Sometimes we blame our lack of success on all sorts of other factors - we had too many extra murals 
to do our homework, we didn’t have a good place to study at home, and so on.  Each of us has 
determination, but we need to use it to work hard at whatever we do and to give of our best each 
day. 
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Envy - The Golden Windows 
 
VALUES:  Envy; Dissatisfaction; Contentment 
 

One of John’s earliest memories was that of looking across to the other 
side of the valley in which he lived, and admiring a house that had 
golden windows. Often he would stop playing and look wonderingly at 
them and say to himself, “I wish I lived in a house with golden windows; 
ours are made of just ordinary glass!” 
 
When John reached his eighth birthday, he was thrilled to find that his 
parents had bought him a brand new bicycle to replace the old one that 

had become too small for him. He had never cycled more than half a kilometre or so from home 
before, but now that he was eight, he asked his mom if he could ride across to the other side of the 
valley. To his great joy, she said “yes” but that he must be very careful. “At last,” he murmured to 
himself as he got onto his bike, “now I can go have a close look at the house with the golden 
windows.” 
 
Twenty minutes later, he was close to the house. He got off his bike and walked up to the fence 
surrounding the house. To his dismay, he discovered that the windows were not made of gold at all. 
Far from it! They were made of ordinary glass. John felt so let down. He turned around, got onto his 
bike and looked up just before setting off. There, across the valley, he could clearly see his house 
and, to his utter astonishment, the windows of his home gleamed gold in the afternoon sun. 
 
 
 
 
TEACHING POINT: 
 
It doesn’t help to be envious or resentful of what others have and to take for granted the blessings 
that we have. There is a saying “The grass isn’t always greener on the other side”, which means that 
although something might look better from a distance, when you get up close, you often find it is 
not. 
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Facing Challenges - How Sisal Grows 
 
VALUES:   Facing challenges 
 

Have you ever seen very strong ropes used to hold things like 
boats in position alongside a quay?  
 
All mooring ropes are very thick and very strong and most are 
made from a plant called sisal. 
 
The story is told of a group of Americans who once visited Yucatan 

Province in Mexico and saw the sisal plants growing. They noticed the poor, dry soil, the hot winds 
and the blazing sun and felt sure that a better climate would give a better crop. So they took some 
sisal seeds home with them and planted them in the rich, damp soil of Florida. They watched them 
grow into plants of an enormous size and they looked forward to a bumper harvest. 
 
Imagine their dismay and disappointment when they gathered the crop to take the fibre from the 
leaves. There was a great amount of soft, juicy pulp, but no fibre at all! The living conditions for the 
plants had been so easy that no fibre had grown in the leaves. Hot winds, very little rain and poor 
soil are needed to produce tough fibre. The plants needed to struggle to survive in order to make the 
strong fibre in the leaves. 
 
Peoples’ characters are like that too. If we have a carefree, easy, protected life without any 
problems to face and solve, we grow up to be unable to cope with the difficulties that will 
undoubtedly occur from time to time. 
 
 
 
 
 
TEACHING POINT: 
 
We cannot escape the difficulties that life will create for us. It is not easy, but overcoming these 
difficulties will make us stronger and better people. It is always better to do the difficult correct 
thing, instead of the easy wrong one. 
 
For example, if you cannot do your maths homework, it is easier and quicker to copy a friend’s 
answers.  However, by asking someone to explain it to you and by spending time trying to do the 
work yourself, you will learn more and will be in a better position to do the work in the future. 
 
  

http://assemblytube.com/


The Assembly(Tube) Story Book  Click a title on the contents page to go to story 

Go to Contents Page  More Assembly Ideas Page 23 

Forgiveness - Dr Paseka Nicholo 
 
VALUES:  Forgiveness; Second chances 
 

Dr Paseka Nicholo, a South African businessman, lost his younger 
brother to a hi-jacking in Boksburg. His brother had just obtained an 
honours degree, and was taking a drive around town to celebrate. 
 
The murderer stole the car, but was captured soon afterwards. 
 
When the case came to court, Nicholo, instead of demanding justice and 
taking revenge, chose to show forgiveness. Instead of calling for a strict 
sentence for his brother’s murderer, he helped the killer get a 
comparatively lenient sentence. 

 
He also offered in court to look after the killer’s HIV-afflicted parents, and to educate his brothers 
and sisters and take care of their needs. 
 
People thought that Nicholo was mad – they would not have been so forgiving. They would have 
demanded the killer be locked up for life and would have left his family to fend for themselves. 
 
But what Nicholo did can serve as an example to us of choosing a way of reconciliation and 
forgiveness. 
 
 
 
 
TEACHING POINT: 
 
Forgiveness is being willing to stop blaming others and being angry with them when they have done 
something wrong. This story also highlights the value of second chances, which is giving someone 
the opportunity to try again, even though they messed up the first time. 
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Friendship - The ABC of Friendship 
 
VALUES:  Friendship 
 
For this assembly, maybe you could have the letters of the alphabet on cards, with a different 
student reading each of the sentences. 
 
VALUES:  Friendship. 
 

Friendship is important to all of us.  
 
To have friends, one needs to be a friend. 
 
Here are some ways to help friendship grow. 
 
 
 

Always be honest –   tell the truth; own up when you have done something wrong. 
Be there when they need you – listen to your friends; show them kindness when they are hurting. 
Cheer them on   –   encourage them to keep going and not give up. 
Don’t look for their faults – concentrate on their good points. 
Every chance you get, call   – keep regular contact. 
Forgive them – don’t hold grudges or try to ‘get them back’. 
Get together often – spend time together. 
Have faith in them – trust them and believe in them. 
Include them – don’t exclude a friend from your group. 
Just listen   – try to hear how your friends feel and what they think. 
Know their dreams – talk about your dreams for your lives. 
Love them unconditionally   –   no matter what they say or do, don’t stop being their friend. 
Make them feel special   –   think of ways to show (in what you say or do) how much you appreciate 
them. 
Never forget them   –   keep your promises; keep contact even if they move away to another town. 
Offer to help   –   help them with their problems. 
Praise them honestly   –   mean what you say. 
Quietly disagree   –   talk about your differences calmly. 
Rescue them often   –   be a true friend when they need help. 
Say you’re sorry   –   apologize when you have said or done something that upsets them. 
Talk frequently    –   communicate with them often.  
Use good judgment   –   make wise choices together.  
Vote for them   –   support them in what they do. Wish them well   –   want the best for them. 
X-ray yourself first   –   examine yourself before you criticize them. 
Your word counts   –   keep your promises. 
Zip your mouth when told a secret   –   don’t share their secrets with others. 
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Helping - Roots 
 
VALUES:  Helping one another 
 

Many living things need each other to survive. 
 
If you have ever seen an aspen tree, you may have noticed that it 
does not grow alone.  
 
Aspens grow in clusters or groups. This is due to the fact that this 
tree sends up new shoots from its roots. In fact, a group of aspens 
may all be connected beneath the ground to the same roots. 
 
Giant California redwood trees may grow to 100 metres in height 

and it would be safe to think that they would have very strong, deep roots to anchor them into the 
ground to protect them against strong winds. But we are told that their roots are, in fact, quite 
shallow. In order to capture as much surface water as possible they spread in all directions, 
intertwining with the roots of other redwood trees. Locked together in this way, all the trees support 
each other during high winds and storms. 
 
Like the aspen, the redwoods never stand alone. They need each other to survive. People, too, are 
connected by a system of roots. These roots are in the form of family, friends, school and community 
groups. People are not meant to be isolated from one another. When life gets tough, we need the 
support of others to help us get through the difficult times. Therefore, treat others with respect, 
kindness and friendliness. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TEACHING POINT: 
 
Together we can become stronger as a society. We can help each other through life’s ups and downs 
if we try to be friendly and co-operative with all the people we come into contact with, at school and 
at home. 
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Honesty - Samuel Colgate 
 
VALUES:  Hard work, Honesty; Sharing 

 
Many years ago, Samuel, a sixteen year old, left his home in a small 
American town and journeyed to New York to seek his fortune. Along 
the way, this young candle and soap maker met an old man and they 
walked together talking about many things. Samuel recalls how the old 
man gave him the recipe for success: 
 
“Work hard, be absolutely honest, give good service and remember to 
give some of what you earn to help those who have very little or 
nothing”. 
 

Eventually, Samuel reached New York and, for a number of years, it was very hard, as work was 
difficult to find. He tried, however, to follow the advice he had been given; he did work hard, he 
asked an honest price for his services, he tried to help those less fortunate and always gave a portion 
of his earnings to the church at the end of every month. Through his efforts, he eventually found 
regular work making soap and candles. He worked his way up in the business, became a manager, 
later a partner and, ultimately, bought the business and became the owner. He never forgot, 
however, to contribute to the church and to charity organizations that helped the poor. 
 
Samuel became very rich and, when he retired, he gave away most of his money and kept just 
enough to keep his family comfortable. It has been estimated that he gave over R10 million to 
charities during his lifetime. Samuel Colgate’s toothpaste and soap products are recognized and used  
throughout the world and his recipe for success still remains valid - work hard, be honest and help 
those less fortunate than yourself. 
 
 
 
 
TEACHING POINT: 
 
The value of honesty covers both telling the truth, and also not taking things that are not yours. In 
this story, it also refers to asking a fair price for his services. We could call Samuel Colgate a role-
model, as he is someone who we might want to be like. It is good to look for role-models, or even 
mentors, in your own community – people who you can look up to and who can guide you in the 
choices that you make. 
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Honesty - The Burglar 
 
VALUES:  Honesty (not taking things that are not yours) 
 

The burglar had a method. He would watch the families very carefully on a 
Friday afternoon and could easily see those who were going away for the 
weekend. This particular Friday, he watched patiently as one family loaded their 
suitcases into the boot of the car and, eventually, drove away. He continued to 
wait until dark and then, very carefully, picked the lock on the back door and let 
himself into the dark house. Just to be sure, he called softly into the darkness: 
“Hello is anyone at home?” 
 

He was shocked when a voice replied out of the dark, “ I see you and Jesus sees you!” Terrified, the 
burglar asked again, “Who’s there?” Again the voice in the dark: “I see you and Jesus sees you!” 
 
With shaking hand, the burglar reached for his torch, switched it on and pointed it in the direction of 
the voice. His relief was instant when the torchlight revealed the family parrot sitting in his cage. The 
parrot repeated, “I see you and Jesus sees you!” 
 
With a nervous laugh, the burglar reached for the light switch and turned them on. Then he saw it! 
Sitting beneath the cage, with saliva dripping from his mouth, was a huge dog, a Doberman. Then 
the parrot said: “Attack, Jesus, attack!” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TEACHING POINT: 
 
Stealing is a crime. It doesn’t matter if it’s a cell phone or a pencil. We have no right to take anything 
that does not belong to us. Eventually, we will be caught out. Once we are known as a thief, this will 
follow us forever. 
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Honesty - The Great Wall of China 
 
VALUES:  Honesty; Integrity; The value of values 
 

In Ancient China, the people wanted protection from the wild 
tribes to the north, so they built the Great Wall of China. It was 
so high, that no-one could climb over it and so thick, that it 
could not be broken down.  
 
So, feeling safe, the Chinese relaxed and enjoyed their freedom 
and safety. 
 

During the first hundred years, they were attacked three times, but not once could the attackers get 
through or over the Great Wall. On the fourth occasion, the attackers bribed a Chinese gatekeeper 
who opened a gate for them and they simply marched right in. 
 
 
 
 
 
TEACHING POINT: 
 
The Chinese were so busy relying on their great walls of stone to keep them safe, that they forgot to 
teach honesty and integrity to their children who grew up to be the gatekeepers. 
 
  

http://assemblytube.com/


The Assembly(Tube) Story Book  Click a title on the contents page to go to story 

Go to Contents Page  More Assembly Ideas Page 29 

Honesty - The New House 
 
VALUES:  Honesty; Consequences; Reputation. 
 

Once upon a time, there was a builder who was very poor because 
there was not much work. Then, one day, a rich man came to see 
him. “Will you build me a house?” he asked. “I want it to be a very 
beautiful house and I don’t care how much it costs. But you must 
use the very best building materials.” 
 
The builder was absolutely delighted. Now he would have work for 
many months and he would be well paid too. As he began ordering 
the building materials, a thought occurred to him. If he bought 
cheap materials, he would pay less but still get the full amount of 

money from the rich man. So he decided to cheat. 
 
The builder began, using cheap bricks, poor cement and weak wood. He mixed too much sand with 
the cement thereby saving money on the price of the cement. The wood for the roof bent under the 
weight of the tiles and there were gaps where the rain could leak through. However, once the house 
was completed, painted and all the rubble cleared away, the house looked much like any other. But 
the builder knew that it would not be long before the house began to crack and fall down. He 
intended to be far away before that happened and he was pleased because he had cheated the rich 
man out of a great deal of money. 
 
Then the owner came to inspect his new home. “It looks beautiful,” he said to the builder. “You keep 
the keys. It’s your house. I wanted to do something good with some of my money. Congratulations!” 
The builder was very upset but could not say anything. If he had known the house was for him and 
that he was working for himself, he would not have cheated. 
 
 
 
 
 
TEACHING POINT: 
 
In school, you are always working for yourself. If you cheat, you cheat yourself and will eventually be 
caught out and your reputation damaged. It is important to remember that all your actions have 
consequences, good or bad. 
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Hope - The Fire That Saved the Day 
 
VALUES:  Perseverance; Hope 
 

Once upon a time, there was a disaster at sea and only one sailor managed to 
survive. He was eventually washed ashore on a deserted island. He slowly built 
himself a small hut in which he stored the few precious possessions that he had 
managed to save from the wreck. Day after day, he kept praying to God to be 
rescued and, each day, he would spend hours staring out to sea in the hope of 
seeing a ship on the horizon. However, months went by and nothing happened, 
except that he became more and more sad, lonely and desperate. 
 

One afternoon, when he returned from his usual food collecting expedition, he was devastated to 
find that his hut had somehow caught alight and all the possessions that he had guarded so carefully 
had been destroyed. He screamed, cursed and cried, but to no avail, and eventually, fell asleep on 
the sand. 
 
Imagine his astonishment and joy when he was gently wakened the next morning by the soft words 
of a group of sailors standing over him. Looking out to sea, he saw the small rowboat at the water’s 
edge and the larger ship further out to sea. He had been rescued, but how? His rescuers explained: 
“How clever you were to light such a big fire yesterday afternoon. We would not have known that 
anyone was here if we had not seen the clouds of smoke.” 
 
What had seemed to be a terrible disaster the day before, was actually a blessing in disguise. 
 
 
 
 
 
TEACHING POINT: 
 
Good things and bad things are all part of life and growing up. Hope is believing that things will 
eventually improve in the end. It helps us to persevere in the bad times. 
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Justice - False Rumours 
 
VALUES:  Honesty; Justice 
 

Once upon a time, a man spread gossip and rumours that his neighbour was 
a thief. As a result, the police arrested the neighbour and took him to the 
police station for questioning.  
 
After being held in custody for a few days, the young man was found to be 
innocent, and was released. He decided, however, to sue his accuser for 
spreading false rumours. 
 
When the case came to court, the man said to the judge: “They were just 
stories. It was just for fun and my neighbour did not really suffer any harm”. 

The judge, before announcing his verdict, said to the man: “Write all the things you said about him 
on a piece of paper. Then cut the paper into many small pieces and, on your way home, throw the 
pieces away on the road. I then want you back here in court tomorrow to hear my verdict.” 
 
Next day in court, the judge said to the man: “Before I give my verdict, I want you to leave the court 
and go and pick up all the pieces of paper you threw away yesterday.” Astonished, the accused 
complained: “I can’t do that. The wind has scattered the pieces all over the place. I’ll never find 
them!” 
 
“Precisely,” replied the judge. “Your mean, spiteful rumours have spread and damaged the good 
reputation of your neighbour in ways that one may never be able to fix. If you cannot speak well of 
someone, rather don’t say anything at all!” With that, the judge passed a heavy sentence on the 
man. 
 
 
 
 
 
TEACHING POINT: 
 
We are often tempted to gossip and spread rumours, but it is important to remember that hurtful 
words cannot be taken back once they have been said. 
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Laziness - The Jungle 
 
VALUES:  Laziness; Negativity; Lack of Motivation. 
 

In the centre of the country of Sri Lanka, there is a place where 
wonderful temples and palaces were recently discovered, hidden deep 
in the jungle. This astonishing empire had been built thousands of 
years ago by the very wise, hard-working ancestors of the Sri Lankan 
people and yet, till only a few years ago, nobody even knew they 
existed. The jungle had covered everything up, 
towns, buildings, streets, roads, everything! How did this happen to 
the “buried cities” as they are now called? 
 

A number of possible reasons have been suggested: maybe a terrible disease infected the people 
and everyone died; maybe the cities were invaded by enemy forces and everyone was either killed 
or ran away. However, there is no evidence to support these ideas. 
 
Many researchers have come to a much simpler conclusion. In those days the people would have 
had to spend a great deal of time cutting back the jungle, keeping it out of their homes and towns. 
Eventually they became lazy and no longer worried about the jungle and, bit by bit, it swallowed up 
village after village. The villagers, instead of continuing to do the hard work, simply took the easy 
way out and moved on. They left behind their magnificent heritage. 
 
The jungle had won. 
 
 
 
 
 
TEACHING POINT: 
 
Success and rewards only come as a result of hard work. Laziness will rob us of many blessings and 
what we get out of life depends on the effort we put into our work. 
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Love - Chores 
 
VALUES:  Unconditional love. 
 

Peter loved to gaze through the window of the local store on his way home from 
school. The sweets and chocolates made his mouth water but he never seemed 
to have enough money to buy any. He thought about this a lot and, eventually, an 
idea came to him.  
 
One afternoon, after he had finished his homework, he went to his room and 
wrote the following letter: 
 

Dear Mom, 
For cleaning my shoes, you owe me       10p 
For going shopping with you                     50p 
For feeding my dog every day                   50p 
For washing the dishes after supper        50p 
For making my bed                                  60p 
TOTAL:    £2.20 
 
He then placed his note in an envelope, wrote his mom’s name on it and left it on the kitchen table 
just before he went to bed. The next morning, at breakfast, Peter noticed a new envelope on the 
table with his name on it. Full of excitement, he tore open the envelope and inside found £2.20 and 
the following note: 
 
Dear Peter, 
 
Find enclosed £2.20 and many thanks for your help. Find too, my account: 
 
For food and clothes for 10 years                                                                    no charge: I love you 
Caring for you when you were ill                                                                    no charge: I love you 
Transport to & from school, scouts, soccer, parties, friends, for 10 yrs      no charge: I love you 
Cost of entertainment  for 10 years                                                             no charge: I love you 
 
TOTAL:  no charge: I love you 
 
All of a sudden, Peter no longer wanted the £2.20 – he had just discovered the meaning of true love. 
 
 
 
 
 
TEACHING POINT: 
 
This is a good story to read around Mothers’ Day. It reminds us of all the little things that mothers do 
for us every day that we don’t even notice. 
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Maths - Dividing the Camels 
 

VALUES:  Teamwork 

 
 From the book "Assemblies that Count" - now out of print. 
 
You need lots of volunteers, and a set of 12 A4 identical pictures of camels. 
Tell the story, and as you do so, get the children to act it out. 
 
There was once an old arab who died and left his fortune to his 3 sons. He 
left 1/2 of his fortune to his oldest son, 1/4 of his fortune to his middle son 

and 1/6 of his fortune to his youngest son. When he died, they counted that he had a herd of 11 
camels. They decided to divide them up according to their father's wishes. 
 
(Get 11 children up to the front and give them each a card with a picture of a camel on. The first son 
worked out that he should have - (do this calculation with the children, perhaps on a flipchart), 5.5 
camels. 
 
Sort the camels into two groups and have some fun pretending to slice one of the children in half, 
etc. They soon realised this was not great.  
 
The second son would get (again, do the calculation) 2 and three quarter camels; not ideal for one of 
the camels. 
 
The third son was due to receive 1 and 5 sixths of a camel - again a very unsatisfactory solution. 
 
So the three sons went to see the old man who lived in a cave at the edge of the mountains, and 
explained their dilemma 
 
"My friends I have nothing to offer you save all my worldly goods - this camel. Please take it."(Get 
another child up and give them a camel picture as well as they join the other camels. 
 
The three sons returned to their village and started to recalculate. This time, something amazing 
happened. 
 
Repeat the calculations: the first son gets 6, the second son gets 3 and the third gets 2. 
 
The old man's sacrifice had saved the lives of several camels. 
 
But to show how magical a story this is - 6+3+2 = 11, and the sons realised that they had a camel left 
over. They rushed back to the old man to return his camel, and shower him with gifts of gratitude. 
 
Morals 
Treat others as you wish to be treated. 
What you give, you receive. 
Maths is fun. 
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Motivation - The Bricklayers 
 
VALUES:  Motivation; Focus; Seeing the big picture. 
 

Once upon a time, there were three bricklayers.  
 
A man walked passed and asked each of them, in turn, what 
they were doing. 
 
The first man answered gruffly, “I’m laying bricks.”  
 
The second man replied, “I’m building a wall.” 
 
The third man answered enthusiastically and with pride, “I’m 
building a beautiful stadium!” 

 
Which one of these men are you like? Can you see the purpose of what you are doing? Can you see 
‘the big picture’? Are you motivated? 
 
 
 
 
TEACHING POINT: 
 
This story illustrates two very important ingredients for success: 
 
• ATTITUDE: your attitude towards your task will determine how successful you will be. 
• ABILITY TO SEE THE BIG PICTURE: If you are able to see the end result of your efforts, it will focus 
your energy and provide great motivation to keep going. 
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Optimism - The Optimist v The Pessimist 
 
VALUES: Optimism; Looking on the bright side; Attitude; Enthusiasm. 
 

There’s this story that is told about identical twin boys. One of 
them was a cheerful, outgoing optimist. He had a positive outlook 
on life and always looked on the bright of things. His brother, 
however, was a sad, unhappy pessimist. He had a negative outlook 
on life. The parents were very worried because they could not 
understand how identical twins could be so different and so they 
decided to take the boys to visit the local doctor. 
 

The doctor spoke to the boys and the parents and then suggested a plan of action to try to lift the 
spirits of the sad child. He organized for the boys to be placed in separate rooms. The pessimist was 
placed in a brightly-painted room, filled with all sorts of wonderful, interesting toys, while the 
optimist was placed in a dull, unpainted room half filled with a large amount of horse manure. The 
doors were closed and the boys were left alone for an hour. 
 
When the time was up, the parents opened the door into the brightly-painted room. To their 
dismay, the pessimist was sitting, crying, exactly where they had left him, the toys untouched. When 
asked why he was crying, he sobbed, “I don’t have anyone to play with!” The parents then 
approached the second door through which they could hear loud shouting and whistling. Anxiously, 
they threw open the door and, to their amazement, they found their son running wildly around the 
room, yelling, whistling and throwing handfuls of the horse manure into the air. “What are you 
doing?” they asked. “Well,” replied the excited little boy, “with all this horse manure lying around, I 
guess there’s got to be a pony hiding in this room and I’m going to find him!” 
 
 
 
 
 
TEACHING POINT: 
 
If we have a positive attitude, difficulties are easier to overcome. 
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Overcoming Difficulties - One-Armed Judo 
 
VALUES:  Overcoming difficulties; Perseverance 
 

In spite of the fact that he had lost his left arm in a terrible car accident, a 
young boy was determined to learn judo and so he enrolled with an old 
judo master. The young boy showed some talent and, after three months, 
had learned one winning move. The old sensei made him practise this one 
move over and over again until it became completely automatic. Eventually, 
the boy asked the master to teach him other moves but the sensei replied: 
“This is the only move you will ever need to know. You must just be patient 
and wait for the opportunity your opponent will give you to use it.” 
 
Several months later, the boy took part in his first tournament and, to the 

amazement of everyone, won his fight. And so began a long period of tournaments, with his 
opponents becoming bigger, quicker and more difficult to beat. He reached the finals of one very 
important event. His opponent was bigger, stronger and more experienced than anyone he had 
encountered before and the boy began to take a serious beating on the mat. The referee wanted to 
stop the fight but the sensei insisted that they continue. “Be patient; wait for your opportunity, it 
will come. He will make a mistake,” he said to his one-armed fighter. 
 
And so it proved to be. His opponent made one, critical mistake and, quick as a flash, the young boy 
used his move, pinned his opponent to the floor and, unbelievably, won the match. 
 
On the way home, the boy was very quiet but he finally plucked up the courage to ask: “Sensei, how 
is it possible that I could win knowing only one winning move?” “You won for two reasons,” the old 
man replied. “First, you’ve nearly mastered one of the most difficult throws in all of judo and, 
second, the only known defence against that move is for your opponent to grab your left arm!” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TEACHING POINT: 
 
The boy’ biggest weakness had become his greatest strength. It is important to make the most of 
what we have been given, even if we can’t appreciate it yet. 
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Patience - Chinese Bamboo 
 
VALUES:  Patience; Gratitude; Education, Vision. 
 

The Chinese bamboo tree is a very interesting plant.  
 
After being planted, it is watered and fertilized for a year, but 
nothing happens.  
 
No growth is seen. During the second year, it is watered and 
fertilized again, with no result. This happens in the third and fourth 
years too – nothing, absolutely nothing! 
 

However, sometime during the fifth year, something unbelievable happens. The plant explodes out 
of the earth and grows 30m high in just six weeks. The important question is: Did this growth happen 
in five years or just six weeks? The answer is that it takes five years for the plant to grow - four years 
of careful preparation and hard work, and a fifth year when all the patient caring pays off and leads 
to great success. 
 
 
 
 
 
TEACHING POINT: 
 
School is a bit like this. It takes educators twelve years, from year 1 to year 13, to patiently prepare 
learners for the next step. Be grateful to your teachers and your school for all the time and effort 
that they are putting into you during your school years. 
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Perseverance - Born in a Tree 
 
VALUES:  Perseverance; Courage 
 

Sofia, who was pregnant, was out in the fields when the floods hit. 
 
“It was a Sunday afternoon about four o’clock, and the waters began 
rising,” she remembers. “The water was coming right up to the house, 
and was getting stronger and stronger, so like everyone else in the 
village, we headed for the trees. I put my two small children on my back 
and tried to climb up. It was very difficult. There were 15 of us all 
together, and we were there for four days. We prayed and prayed. We 
had nothing to eat, and the children cried and cried, but we could do 
nothing for them.” 

 
At 3 o’clock on Wednesday morning, Sofia went into labour. An hour afterwards baby Rosita was 
born. The helicopters arrived to take them to safety – and a photograph was taken of the rescue. 
 
The famous mother and child travelled to Europe and the United States of America, with many 
television stations and newspapers eager to speak to the two miraculous survivors of the floods in 
Mozambique. An appeal by the Mozambican government for $250 million was met and nearly 
doubled by the generosity of the international community. 
 
Ten years later, the media was still interested in Rosita’s story, and television crews came from the 
UK and Portugal to celebrate the miracle baby’s 10th birthday. After a decade of dealing with the 
pushing and prodding of news crews, Sofia still appears shy, and is occasionally reluctant to pose for 
pictures. “Sometimes I get a bit irritated with all the attention. But then I think that in telling our 
story, it gives people hope.” 
 
 
 
 
 
TEACHING  POINT: 
 
Courage is about being brave, and facing your fears with confidence. Sofia is obviously a very 
courageous woman, and we are often able to draw hope from ordinary people who are able to do 
extra-ordinary things in the face of danger. 
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Perseverance - Swimming the Catalina Channel 
 
VALUES:  Perseverance, goal-setting 
 

When she looked ahead, Florence Chadwick saw nothing but a 
solid wall of fog. Her body was numb. She had been swimming 
for almost sixteen hours. Florence was already the first woman to 
swim the English Channel in both directions and now, at the age 
of 34, she was trying to become the first woman to swim from 
Catalina Island to the coast of California. 
 

The year was 1952, the sea was icy, and the fog was so dense that she could barely make out her 
support boats a few metres away. Sharks cruised towards her and were frightened away by rifle 
shots. She struggled on in the freezing sea, hour after hour, watched by millions on national 
television. Her mother and trainer screamed encouragement from the boat alongside. They kept 
telling her that it wasn’t much further; they urged her not to give up - but all she could see was the 
thick fog. It was like swimming into a brick wall. 
Finally, with about one kilometre to go, Florence asked to be pulled out of the water. 
 
Several hours later, still shaking from the cold, she said to a reporter, “Look, I’m not making excuses, 
but if I could just have seen the land, I might have made it.” It was not exhaustion or even the 
freezing sea that had defeated her. It was the fog. She had been unable to see her goal. 
 
Two months later, Florence tried again. This time, despite the same fog, she swam with belief and 
determination. The difference was, however, that she swam with her goal clearly visible in her mind. 
She knew for certain that, beyond the fog was the land. She could see it in her mind. Florence 
Chadwick became the first woman to swim the Catalina Channel, beating the men’s record by more 
than two hours. 
 
 
 
 
 
TEACHING POINT: 
 
Perseverance is a value which means not giving up, even when there are obstacles in the way of your 
goal. Decide on your goals and keep them in sight – not too big, but do-able, then keep moving 
steadily forward towards them. 
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Positive Attitude - The Boy Who Believed He Could 
 
VALUES:  Positive attitude; Self-image; Perseverance. 
 

A little boy was heard talking to himself as he walked through the 
playground, carrying his cricket bat and ball: “I’m the greatest batter in the 
world.” Then he tossed the cricket ball in the air, swung at it with the bat and 
missed. 
 
Undaunted, he picked up the ball, threw it into the air again, swung the bat 
at it, and missed again for the second time. He did this four more times and 
missed all four times. After missing the ball for the sixth time, he yelled out: 
“I’m the greatest bowler in the world!” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
TEACHING POINT: 
 
Life, and school, is not always easy. It helps to be positive when things are not going well, and to 
persevere until things get better. 
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Perseverance - The Seeds 
 
VALUES:  Perseverance and tenacity. Take advantage of setbacks to grow  
 

 
On the way to achieving our goals, and in the difficulties we overcome, we 
often develop that which we needed to succeed. 
 
 

Once upon a time there were four seeds who were good friends of each other. Taken up by the wind 
they finally landed in a jungle clearing. There they remained, hidden on the ground, hoping they 
would be able to grow up and become beautiful trees. But when the first seed began germinating, 
they realised it wouldn't be such an easy task. In that clearing there lived a group of monkeys, and 
the smallest monkeys would amuse themselves by throwing bananas at any plant they noticed was 
starting to grow.  
 
Using this game, the monkeys learnt how to throw bananas and they also kept the clearing free of 
vegetation. They threw so many bananas at that first seed that it was almost split in two. And when 
it told the other seeds what happened, they all agreed it would be better to wait for that group of 
monkeys to move on, before they attempted to grow. Well, they all thought that, apart from one, 
who thought she should at least attempt it. And when she tried she was pelted with bananas, and 
was left folded over in two. The other seeds got together and asked her to stop trying, but that little 
seed was completely determined to become a tree, and time and again she would try and try.  
On each new occasion the little monkeys had slightly improved their aim, and so the little seed 
ended up doubled over yet again. But the seed didn’t give up. Every time they pelted her with 
bananas, she tried even harder, despite her friends begging her to stop, and telling her to wait until 
the monkeys left. And so, for days, weeks and months the little plant was attacked by the monkeys, 
and she always ended stooped and doubled over. For a few days she would manage to avoid the 
bananas, but then the next day some monkey would hit her, and it would all start over again. And 
then, one day, she didn’t double over. She was hit by a banana, and then another, but none of them 
managed to make her stoop. She had taken so many blows, and been doubled over so many times, 
that she was full of hard knots and scars that helped her to grow more strongly than the other seeds.  
 
So, her slim trunk got thicker and more resistant, until it could withstand the impact of a banana. 
And she was already so well developed that none of the little monkeys could uproot her from the 
ground. And there she stayed, growing, growing and growing. Thanks to the extraordinary strength 
of her trunk she could continue overcoming all difficulties, until she became the most majestic tree 
in the jungle.  
 
Meanwhile her friends remained hidden in the ground, and they continued as ever, hoping that 
those horrible monkeys would abandon the clearing, never realising that those very same monkeys 
were the only ones capable of strengthening the seeds' trunks by their method of throwing bananas, 
something that would prepare the seeds for all the problems they would confront during their 
growth. 
 
Author.. 
Pedro Pablo Sacristán 
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Positive Outlook - Winners v Losers 
 

VALUES:  Positive outlook 

In the game of life, we can either be a loser or a winner. 

It depends on our attitude and outlook on life. 

 

• A loser says, “Nobody knows.” 

• A winner says, “Let’s find out.” 

• When a loser makes a mistake, he says, “ It wasn’t my fault.” 

• When a winner makes a mistake, he says, “I was wrong.” 

• A loser tries to go around a problem and never gets past it. 

• A winner goes through a problem and solves it. 

• A loser makes promises that he never keeps. 

• A winner makes commitments and decisions. 

• A loser says, “I’m not as bad as a lot of other people.” 

• A winner says, “I’m good, but not as good as I should be.” 

• A loser tries to belittle and undermine those who know more. 

• A winner tries to learn from those who know more. 

• A loser says, “That’s the way I’ve always done it.” 

• A winner says, “There must be a better way to do this.” 

 

 

ASK YOURSELF: “Are you a winner or a loser?” 
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Self-Control - Nails in the Fence 
 

VALUES:  Self-control; Forgiveness 

Once upon a time there was this boy who had a very bad temper. He 

became cross for very little reason and often said ugly and hurtful things to 

others when he was angry.  

His father decided to help him control his anger. He gave his son a bag of 

long nails and told him to hammer one nail into the wooden fence around 

the house every time he lost his temper. 

 

On the first day, the boy had to hammer six nails into the fence but, during the next few weeks, the 

number of nails in the fence became fewer and fewer. Eventually the day arrived when he turned 

proudly to his dad and told him that a whole day had gone by and he had not had to hammer a nail 

into the fence. His father was very happy and then said, “Now, son, pull one nail out of the fence for 

each day that you do not lose your temper.” 

Again, a few weeks passed and, finally, the boy was able to tell his dad that all the nails were out of 

the fence. His father took him by the hand, led him back to the fence and said: “You’ve done very 

well my son, but look carefully at the fence. Can you see all the scars left in the fence by the nails? 

The fence will never be the same again. 

“When you say something ugly or unkind to someone, your words leave a scar on that person, just 

like the holes in this fence. It doesn’t matter how many times you say you are sorry, you cannot 

really fix your unkindness. So, think before you speak and, if you cannot say something good or kind, 

then rather don’t say anything at all!” 

 

 

 

TEACHING POINT: 

The value is self-control is about being able to control your emotions, wants and actions. It is also 

about being able to wait for things. It is a very useful value to live by, as it stops us from hurting 

others and often protects us from getting into dangerous situations. 
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Self Control - Lion without a roar 
 

VALUES:  Self-control and moderation 

Shouts and threats are not the best way to make friends, nor to get what you want. 

There was once a lion without a roar. The lion had always been this 

way; he had never been able to roar. But no one on the plains knew 

this. Since from an early age he realised he could not roar, he had 

learnt to talk softly with everyone, and to listen to them. He learned 

to convince others of his point of view without having to raise the 

volume levels. This won him the affection and trust of all the 

inhabitants of the plain. 

But one day the lion spoke to a pig who was so stupid and stubborn, that the lion could not find a 

way to make the pig be sensible. He felt a strong urge to roar at the pig, but the fact that he could 

not made the lion feel at some disadvantage. To try to solve this problem, he spent a few months 

inventing a roaring machine which he could use whenever he might need it. A short while after 

completing the roaring machine, the stupid and stubborn pig turned up. He annoyed the lion so 

much that the lion used the machine. It sent out a truly terrifying roar. 

"GRRRRRRRRRROAUUUUUUUURRRR!!!" Not only did this give the pig a terrible fright, it also 

shocked all the animals on the plain. So much so that for months none of them dared to come out. 

The lion became sad and lonely, and had plenty of time to realise that he didn't need to roar in order 

get others to pay attention to him. Without knowing it, his lack of a roar had made him good at 

talking to others and convincing them. So, little by little, using his kind and cordial tone of voice he 

managed to restore the animals trust in him, and never again did he consider returning to roaring or 

shouting. 

 

Author: Pedro Pablo Sacristan  
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Sharing - Four Beggar Soup 
 

VALUES:  Sharing. 

Four beggars usually met at an old shack at the end of the day. On this 

particular day, they were very miserable because none of them had received 

much in their begging bowls. 

The first said: “I only got this piece of meat today.” The second said: “I didn’t 

get anything. I just picked up these few vegetables outside the fruit and 

vegetable store.” 

The third moaned that all he had been given was a handful of herbs that he couldn’t eat on their 

own. The fourth beggar had not done much better: “I only received this handful of old, dried beans, 

but they aren’t very nice!” 

As they sat around the fire, one of them had a great idea. “Let’s put all our bits together and boil 

them. In this way, we can make a tasty stew and share it.” They all agreed. 

However, the first beggar thought: “I don’t want to share. I’ll just pretend to throw my meat into the 

pot. They’ll never know and I’ll eat my meat later.” So he pretended to put the meat into the pot. 

Now the same idea had also occurred to the other beggars and the shack was so dark that no-one 

could see what the others were doing. 

Eventually, one of them suggested that the stew should now be ready and, in turn, each of them 

helped himself to a bowl. They drank the hot water in absolute silence, learning the lesson that 

selfishness is a tasteless thing! 

 

 

TEACHING POINT: 

The South African word “Ubuntu” comes from the saying “umuntu ngumuntu ngabantu “ which 

means a person is a person through (other) persons. It is the opposite of being selfish, and it 

emphasises community over the individual. 
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Sharing - The Simple Smile 
 

VALUES:  Sharing; Kindness; Positivity; Gratitude; Love; Caring. 

This is a story about a girl who smiled at a stranger who was very sad. The 

smile seemed to make him feel better. It reminded him of a friend who had 

once been kind to him, so he wrote the friend a thank-you letter. 

The friend was very pleased to get the thank you letter and it put him in such 

a good mood that he left a large tip for the waitress who had served him his 

lunch. The waitress walked out of the restaurant and gave a few coins to a 

man on the street, who was so grateful, because for two days he’d had nothing to eat. 

After he finished his dinner, the man went back to where he was staying. On the way, he picked up a 

shivering puppy and took him home to get warm. That night, the house where he was staying caught 

on fire. The puppy barked and woke everyone up, and saved them all from harm. 

One of the boys that was saved from the fire, grew up to be a famous soccer player. 

All this happened because of a simple smile that hadn’t cost anybody a penny! 

 

 

 

TEACHING POINT: 

It is the little things that can make such a difference to others and to ourselves; simple things such as 

a smile, a kind word, a gentle touch, caring for others and sharing with others. Let us do more of 

these things every day. 
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Sharing - Stone Soup 
 

VALUES:  Sharing, greed, 

Many years ago three soldiers, hungry and tired, came across a small 

village.  

The villagers, suffering a poor harvest and many years of war, had learned 

to keep to themselves what little they had to eat. They complained to the 

soldiers about the hard times they were going through. The soldiers spoke 

quietly among themselves and the first soldier then turned to the village 

elders. "Your tired fields have left you nothing to share, so we will share what little we have: the 

secret of how to make soup from stones." The villagers were confused at such an idea but decided 

they would give it a try. A fire was lit and the largest pot in town was set upon it. 

"Now this will be a fine soup - but a pinch of salt and some parsley would make it wonderful!" said 

the second soldier. Up jumped a villager crying, "What luck! I've just remembered I have some!" And 

off she ran, returning with a bag of parsley and a turnip. As the kettle boiled on, the memory of the 

village improved: soon barley, carrots, beef and cream had found their way into the great pot, and a 

cask of wine was rolled into the square as all sat down to feast. They ate and danced and sang well 

into the night, refreshed by the feast and their new-found friends. In the morning the three soldiers 

awoke to find the entire village standing before them. At their feet lay a satchel of the village's best 

breads and cheese. 

"You have given us the greatest of gifts: the secret of how to make soup from stones", said an elder, 

"and we shall never forget."  

The third soldier turned to the crowd, and said: "There is no secret, but this is certain: it is only by 

sharing that we may make a feast".  And off the soldiers wandered, down the road. 
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Take Responsibility - The Rock in the Road 
 

VALUES:  Taking responsibility. 

Long, long ago, a king had a big rock placed in the middle of a busy road. 

Then he hid nearby to see if anyone would move the rock out of the 

way. 

Some of the king’s wealthiest supporters came passed and simply 

walked around it. Many others moaned and complained about the rock and many blamed the king 

for the problem, but no-one did anything about moving it out of the way. 

Eventually, a poor farmer came along, carrying a load of old vegetables. When he saw the rock, he 

put down his load, and tried to move the heavy rock to the side of the road. No-one stopped to help 

him. Many laughed at him and made jokes as they walked past. Finally, after much pushing and 

straining, and with no help, he managed to get the rock to the side of the road. As he bent down to 

pick up his vegetables, he noticed a small bag lying in the road, exactly where the rock had been. The 

bag contained a lot of money and a note from the king saying that the money bag was for the person 

who moved the rock out of the way. 

 

 

 

TEACHING POINT: 

Taking responsibility is about taking care of things. The farmer in this story takes responsibility when 

no-one else is prepared to. Taking responsibility does not always mean that you will get an instant 

reward, but it is a value that builds up community, and will make life better for all of us. 
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Temper - Nails in the Tree 
 

VALUES:  Self-control, forgiveness 

 

There once was a young boy who would say terrible things to his 

family when he lost his temper. 

One day, his father gave him a bag of nails and told him that every 

time he did this, he must hammer a nail into the large oak tree at 

the end of the garden.  

At the end of the first day the boy had driven 37 nails into the tree. 

Over the next few weeks, as he learned to control his anger, the 

number of nails became less.  

He discovered it was easier to hold his tongue and let his temper pass than to keep hammering 

those nails into the tree. Finally the day came when the boy didn't say any terrible things to his 

family.  

He told his father about it and he suggested that the boy now pull out one nail for each day that he 

was able to do this.  

The days passed and the young boy was finally able to tell his father that all the nails were gone. The 

father took his son by the hand and led him to the tree. He said, "You have done well, my son, but 

look at the holes still in the tree.  

When you say things in anger, they cause a wound that takes time to heal. It won't matter how 

many times you say sorry, the wound is still there."  

The little boy then understood how powerful his words were. He looked up at his father and said "I 

hope you can forgive me father for the holes I have put in others.” "Of course I can," said the father.  
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Tranquility - The Peaceful Picture 
 

VALUES: Peace; Tranquility 

Once upon a time, a king offered a wonderful prize to the artist 

who could paint the best picture of peace. Many artists tried and 

the king received thousands of paintings. He studied each one 

very carefully and finally decided upon two that he really liked. 

He now had to choose between the two. 

The first was a painting of a beautiful, calm lake, with crystal-clear water, surrounded by green, leafy 

forests and majestic mountains towering in the background. Overhead, the sky was a brilliant blue 

with scattered, fluffy, white clouds. All the king’s advisers agreed that this painting clearly showed a 

place of perfect peace. 

The other painting had mountains too, but these were rugged and bare. Above them, was an angry 

sky from which heavy rain fell and lightning danced. A foaming waterfall tumbled down one side of 

the mountain. At first glance, the painting did not seem peaceful at all. However, when the king 

looked more closely, he noticed a tiny bush growing behind the waterfall. There, in the small bush, a 

mother bird had built her nest. In the midst of the rush of angry water, in the wind and the noise and 

the cold and the damp, the mother bird sat perfectly still on her nest - in perfect peace. 

The king chose this painting as the one showing peace. When asked why, he replied: “Peace does 

not mean to be in a place where there is no noise, discomfort, trouble or hard work. Peace means to 

be in the middle of all of these things and yet, to find calm and quiet and gentleness in your heart 

and to carry on with your life - this is the real meaning of peace.” 

 

 

TEACHING POINT: 

We are often worried about many things – money, crime, difficulties at home or school, what the 

future holds, what others may think of us and many more. We can find peace inside us even when 

everything around us seems to be chaotic. 

 

  

http://assemblytube.com/


The Assembly(Tube) Story Book  Click a title on the contents page to go to story 

Go to Contents Page  More Assembly Ideas Page 52 

Wake Up - There's A Big Tiger Chasing You 
 

VALUES:  Friends, sharing 

 

It was this very first class on a Monday morning. 

The wise teacher, a couple of years shy of retirement, started the day by 

asking her class of high school students: 

 “Here is a quiz for you. 

 

You are sleeping. 

You are dreaming. 

A big tiger is chasing you. 

You try to run away and you see a tiger coming in front of you. 

You turn sideways, but every side you turn to, you find a ferocious animal coming after you. 

How can you escape?” 

There was silence in the classroom. No one dared a response. 

So finally the teacher said, “There’s only one answer: Wake up!” 

 

 

Sometimes we are in a bit of a dream. 

We can have many worries. 

We think we cannot escape. 

Wake up and share your concerns with others. 
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Other Assembly Ideas 
 

Looking for other Assembly ideas? Try these 

Assembly Buttons 
Getting 

Started 

Video 

Starters 

Image 

Starters 

Quote 

Starters 

KS1 KS2 KS3 KS4 
Primary Scripts Secondary Scripts 

Stories 
Music Songs Carols Downloads 

Staffroom Calendar 

Search 
Click a button for lots of online Assembly Ideas from AssemblyTube.com 

 

Why not carry all of your Assemblies with you on a TeacherStick. 
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